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About the book:

Set in AD 412 Alexandria, Egypt and based on hisébrevents, this story of ambition, love and murde
brings to life colorful characters and an exotindiand place. SELENE is bright, impulsive, stunband a
little spoiled by her father, a city councilor.n8é her mother’s death, she longs to forgo thelpges of her
class to become a physician—an impossible dreamdorChristian girls who never engage in a prafess
But Selene perseveres and gains a powerful charmgtdfPATIA, the renowned mathematician and Lady
Philosopher of Alexandria.

The old Christian Patriarch dies and the city spiit support of two candidates. After days of ngtithe
Patriarch’s nephew CYRIL, is proclaimed Patriarcid asets about consolidating the Christian sects and
purging Alexandria of pagans and Jews. ORESTESn#w Augustal Prefect, struggles to keep the peace
and also seeks the advice of Hypatia. He findsahgoman of enormous personal charm and astuticpbli
insight and places her first among his advisorshéchumiliation of the new Patriarch. These eveet the
stage for a contest of wills between Church andiEamp

Selene struggles in her new life. Under Hypatigglance, she takes classes and apprentices ircimedi
She gives up security and the love a young mathtdanger of poor neighborhoods and the hostifityer
classmates. It's not long before Selene is umgiiti drawn into the deadly rivalry between Cyrildan
Orestes. She comes of age amidst riot, plagugalitctal intrigue but will Selene survive the ceggiences
of her own ambitions and impulsive actions?

Praise for Selene of Alexandria

"Readers will be captivated. Fans of Gillian Braasis classicThe Beacon at Alexandriamay especially
enjoy Seleneand find a promising new historical novelist whoasds the same gift for wonderfully
researched, vividly evoked, good old-fashionedysétiing."-Historical Novel Society

"Selene of Alexandrigs pure fiction magic...l couldn't put this book dow love the way Justice mixed
historic facts with her fictional character's livelseams, loves, and aspiratiorfS8elene of Alexandriemade
me laugh and cry, hope and despair. | can't wasewhat else Faith L. Justice has in store forStery
Circle Book Reviews

"I am enthralled with the work of this author... [Svétes] with beauty, brilliance, and brutal honedRun
to the bookstore and buy this for yourseBdokPleasures.com

"Selene of Alexandria is an entertaining and endéighng novel of the classical era, and a fine tbadugh
and through."Fhe Midwest Book Review



About the Author

Name: Faith L. Justice

Address 180 Stratford Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Email: faith@faithljustice.com
Website www.faithljustice.com
Blog: Historian's Notebook

Education: B.A. & M.S. from
The Ohio State University

Affiliations: The Historical Novel Society

Faith L. Justice is a science geek and history junkie who has wodked lifeguard, paralegal, systems
analyst, human resources executive, college prafefi®elance writer and novelist. It's not thae sfan't
keep a job; it's that there always seems to be thomgenew to learn. She writes in her historicdanarked
home “The Suffragette House” in Brooklyn, New Yavkere she lives with her husband, daughter and the
required gaggle of cats. For fun, Faith likesitpid the dirt—her garden and various archaeoldgiitas.

Her first historical novelSelene of Alexandrjas now available through Booklocker.com, Amazom¢
Barnesandnoble.com or order through your local btwok. Her second bookwilight Empress: A Novel of
Imperial Romewon first place in the Historical category in tdaryland Writer's Association contest. She’s
currently working on two new novels—both set in thme of Imperial Rome and featuring strong female
protagonists.

Faith’s short stories and poems have appearedcin gublications aélternate Realities, Voyage Magazine
and Beyond Science Fiction and Fantasiler story “Better the Devil” appears in tlércles in the Hair
anthology and garnered honorable mentions in [ddith Year's Best Fantasy and Horror: Nineteenth
Collectionand theWriters of the Future ContestAnother short story “Time Again” also earned horbea
mention fromWriters of the Future

She’s published over fifty articles in venues sastsalon.com, Writer's Digegtover article,)The Writer

andThe Copperfield ReviewShe's interviewed such award-winning authors@gfiamant, Ursula K. Le
Guin, and James Morrow. Her most recent creatirefittion piece “A Child Like Me” appears i Cup

of Comfort for Parents of Children with AutismFaith is a frequent contributor t8trange Horizons
Associate Editor foEpace and Time Magaziaed a co-founder of a twenty-year-old writer’s isirop.
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Selene of Alexandria

By Faith L. Justice
Review excerpts:

Historical Novel Societypy Brett Correa, 5/10

"Selene’s world is so meticulously described, fritra small, everyday details of her wardrobe and
toilette to the authentic recreation of the citg gfhabits (partially based on actual excavateasyui
and rendered with such a “you-are-there” immediaayiether it is a grand chariot procession
through the bustling streets or a bird’s eye viemT the top of the skyscraping Lighthouse, one of
the ancient world’s Seven Wonders—that readersbeiltaptivated.

"Fans of Gillian Bradshaw’s classic The Beacon laixAndria...may especially enjoy Selene and

find a promising new historical novelist who shattes same gift for wonderfully researched,
vividly evoked, good old-fashioned storytelling.”

Story Circle Book Reviewby Jennifer Melville, 2/23/10

"Selene of Alexandria is pure fiction magic. Logsksing her book on the life and times of
feminist icon and philosopher Hypatia, Justice ¢r@sted an enthralling story of a young, upper-
class girl who wants nothing more than to becorpbyaician...l couldn't put this book down. |
love the way Justice mixed historic facts with fietional character's lives, dreams, loves, and
aspirations. | truly felt for Selene and rootedtier along the way. | fell in love with Oresteshtig
alongside her, and hoped that their feelings wblddsom into much more. | felt horror at the
historically-accurate details of Christian persemuin Alexandria. Selene of Alexandria made me
laugh and cry, hope and despair. | can't wait éovgleat else Faith L. Justice has in store for us."”

History and Wometby Mirella Sichirollo Patzer, 6/9/10

"For a debut novel, Selene of Alexandria, is a pduéale of a woman’s struggles to become a
legitimate healer. The backdrop consists of a watiére Christians are at odds with Jews, where
violence and injustice rule. Orestes, the handsoemegovernor finds himself at odds with the
junior, ambitious new cleric named Cyril. At thealnieof the novel is the tragic character of
Hypatia.

"The author has weaved a brilliant tale that britegkfe this fascinating era, complete with never-
to-be-forgotten characters, unrequited love, aeditsire of one woman to overcome adversity.

The ancient civilization of Alexandria comes te@llbecause of the author’'s meticulous research that
spanned nearly two decades and her penchant fait. détis novel clearly shows the writer’s

passion for the era and its characters. It is iy shat picks up momentum with each page until it
reaches a very explosive ending. Highly recommerided

Midwest Book Reviewdy Margaret Lane, 4/10

"The desire to heal is one that knows no gendéenBef Alexandria is a tale of Selene, a woman
who wants to stand against the cultural traditioh€hristian Rome in the fifth century to become a



physician. Under Hypatia of Alexandria, she maylgatwish, but she finds that her road may not
be an easy one as the cruelties and superstitidhse ime may rise up and trump reason. Selene of
Alexandria is an entertaining and enlightening n@¥ehe classical era, and a fine read through and
through."”

Historical Novel Revievby Helena Gowan, 6/19/10

"Embedded in the history of Alexandria, we watcleSe come of age. We experience the violence
and fanaticism, tearing through the young churahtae few remaining pagans...however, Faith
manages to let us forget that Selene’s story ivélkicle to introduce us to Hypatia’s life.

"The characters are well-drawn, the plot propelfousard, and the writing carries us easily
throughout the story. Even the antagonist comessaas a fully fleshed out person. The depiction
of all the historical figures we see through Selerges and the level of authenticity are
remarkable. No doubt, Faith has done her homewarnk well. Having enjoyed reading it and

being left curious about a sequel, I would likedoommend Selene of Alexandria to the lover of
straight historical fiction who cherishes authehtiand wants to learn about the dusk of the
classical era and the dawn of Christianity."

BookPleasures.coloy Amy Lignor, 12/26/09

"As a daughter of a research librarian and a higgeek...l am blown away and enthralled with the
work of this author. For seventeen years sheltilathée books' and studied every piece of
information that is available from this time perio@ihe rioting factions of church versus state; the
romance between children who have grown up in @talte world - each piece of their lives has
been studied and recorded with beauty, brilliaaoel, brutal honesty.

"Run to the bookstore and buy this for yourselhisTis a 'must-have’' for you readers out there. In
these pages, you will walk down Canopic Streeingibhe shaded colonnades with geniuses, and
stare at the bright painted statues carved intdirtiestone niches that line the fantastical woffld o
ancient Alexandria. You will walk up the stepsioé immense Pharos Lighthouse and stare off at
the ships in the harbor. And, best of all, you witl in that grand library and meet the most
remarkable people from a time long past. What ncoréd you want?"

Editing TLC by Joyce Gilmour, 7/3/10

Ms. Justice has written a superb piece of histbficon....This book is filled with intensity and
readers will find themselves on the edge of thiedirs and holding their breath as many events
occur. Ms. Justice doesn't just tell us about tinie period, she takes us there. This book will
capture readers to the point of not wanting toijpdiown, and being disappointed when it comes to
an end. | highly recommend this book to readetsisibrical fiction (and to readers who aren’t
history buffs, but want to learn about history memntertaining way!)



Blurbs:

"A grand epic tale told with engaging detail agamsomplex and compelling historical backdrop.
Selene is a heroine worth celebrating.”

--Leanna Renee Heiber, Award-winning author of
The Strangely Beautiful Tale of Miss Percy Parker

"This heart-wrenching story is narrated througheises of a young girl, Selene, born to a land-
owning Christian family... Herein lays Justice’sliélkiness in narrating the story. We are able to
observe the lady philosopher [Hypatia] throughtties and tribulations and romance that Selene
encounters.

"The intricate details of the 5th Century life iteAandria perk our imagination and enable us to
walk and sit beside the characters....Selene'd(fsbr so pages are so engrossing that they will
definitely make one read to the finish, regardiefsthe lateness of the hour. Having closed the
book, it's the kind of novel that lingers for qugeme time in one’s mind."

--Waheed Rabbani, author Dbctor Margaret’s Sea Chest

"There must have been an astronomical amount e&rel necessary to structure the narrative of
this book...Egypt, including Alexandria was govergoa new Perfect, Orestes, and then a new
Patriarch, Cyril, is elected by the clergy of Aledaia. As these two powerhouses clash, a young
lady is caught up in the tempest between the two. ndastice has expertly developed personalities
for these, the main players in the tale and asrgad you can feel the compassion of Selene and
Orestes and the heartless lust for power of C@Bhe has written a story with many important
players, each of whom you come to love or hate vatiumany twists and turns in the plot. She
holds your interest and moves the story along tapifou won’t be able to put the book down. A
great read!"

--Paul Valentine, J.D., Author and Historian

"l couldn't put it down. Or if | did, it was undextreme protest. | took my reader with me
everywhere, pulling it out to read a few more seoés even when | knew | would only have a few
spare moments. | needed to know what happenedth¥md were a few times in the book | teared
up because | was so into the story. I'm quite th®fty nerd...but | honestly think this book will
appeal to anyone and everyone. As for the ratimgguld give this book a perfect FIVE out of
FIVE. Please, | hope you all get a chance to chigiskbook out.”

--Morning Glow fromNovel Addiction

"l was very attached to Selene. She was just so.Mdee story was great, it had everything. It was
exciting, endearing, suspenseful, and emotionarf was a very tense feeling around everything.
The fight for power in the city, the fight for Saketo get what she wanted out of life, the fight of
religion in the city. Everything was marked witmsgon...The ending was great. While not



everyone had a happy ending it was very realidtiovas well worth the read. It was beautifully
written, it was an intelligent story, and it wasg#o escape into Selene's world."

--Jennifer DeFoy ofust Jennifer Reading

"The premise of this book is a clever and effectime. Although it purports to tell the story of the
fictional character Selene, the book is really dlibe historical characters around Hypatia...l give
this book very high marks for historical fidelissmong the many fictional works that chronicle the
life and, mainly, the death of Hypatia, this onerss to stray the least from the known facts of
Hypatia's life (few though they be). While any wardkfiction concerning the life of Hypatia must
employ considerable interpolation, this book seentsave taken a fairly balanced view of events
as we understand them. There is no obvious agesréa .lbther than the desire to relate a
fascinating story.

| particularly liked the portrayal of Orestes angtiCin this book. Here, although Cyril is no saint
pun intended - neither is he portrayed as the atanie of pure evil that most authors, seeking to
attack the church, make him out to be. Ultimatthis makes for a more believable representation
of this important historical character. Almost nathis known about the historical Orestes, but
Justice creates quite a believable character lsaneeth Highly recommended.

--James McCarron, Ph.D.



